
 

Your summer assignment is a chance for you to read a complex (and enjoyable) text, broaden 

your literary horizons, and write in response to what you are reading, hearing, and thinking. It is 

also a chance for me to get to know you as a reader and writer. Both parts of this assignment 

are due the second day of school. 
 

 

WHY is it important?  

• Keep your brain active. 

• Read/study a book that you could potentially use on the AP test next spring. 

• Practice your analysis skills without someone telling you what to think. 

• Annotate--like all good readers do.   

• Enjoy a wonderful summer read! Reading can be fun (really), and all of these are great 
books. 

 

TEXT—Choose one of the following:  

• Exit West by Mohsin Hamid 

• Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 

• Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

• There, There by Tommy Orange 
*You are not required to purchase your book, but you will need it the first two weeks of school.  

 

ASSIGNMENT: 

Read and annotate the novel. The notes you make will not only help you understand what 

you’re reading but will also come in handy when you work with and discuss your book with 

classmates. You may choose any annotation style or format that works for you: 

• Write notes in your book (if it’s your copy) 

• Use sticky notes 

• Keep a reading journal with your thoughts, observations, etc. 

• If using an e-reader, highlight and make notes (although this can be cumbersome and 
not as easy for discussion) 

 

 

WHY is it important? 

Good readers and writers have a broad knowledge of literature and can make connections 

between works. Listening to a few podcasts about literature will help you develop a broader 

appreciation for (and interest in) all things literary, including the cultural and historical context 

of some works. 

 



ASSIGNMENT: You will listen and respond to a total of three literary podcast episodes. 

 

Podcast #1: Fiction/Non/Fiction: Madeline Miller on Women’s Work, Translation, and Gender 
in The Odyssey  
 
(No, we won’t be specifically studying The Odyssey or Circe this year, but this episode provides 
a good model for how to discuss literature with context and complexity.) 
 
You can find the Fiction/Non/Fiction podcast on iTunes, Google Play, Stitcher, Spotify, etc. 
(make sure to include the forward slashes when searching). You can also listen here: 
https://lithub.com/category/lithubradio/fiction-non-fiction-lithubradio/ 
 

Podcast #2: The New Yorker: Poetry—choose any episode.  

 

You can find this one by searching for “New Yorker” in any podcast app, or you can listen online 

here: https://www.newyorker.com/podcast/poetry 

 

Podcast #3: Choose one additional podcast episode that has to do with literature, writing, or 

poetry. It should not just be a reading of a story or poem—the full-length episode (20+ minutes) 

needs to contain discussion, analysis, commentary, etc. Find something that interests you. You 

can start your search on LitHub Radio or on any podcast app by clicking “literature” or doing a 

search for a literary topic of interest. 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

For each of the three episodes, type a response of approximately 350 words. You may zero in 

on a specific idea and explain its significance, make connections, describe a new understanding, 

provide commentary about what you heard, etc. For podcasts two and three, also tell me why 

you choose these particular episodes. Your writing style here will be somewhat informal and 

exploratory, like a journal entry. 

 

Use MLA format: 12 pt. Times, double-spaced; number your responses and begin each with the 

MLA citation for the podcast episode (go here https://style.mla.org/how-do-i-cite-a-podcast-

episode/ for format instructions). 
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AP Literature Summer Reading NOVEL Descriptions, 2019 
 

 

Exit West by Mohsin Hamid 

In a country teetering on the brink of civil war, two young people meet—sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and 

gentle, restrained Saeed. They embark on a furtive love affair, and are soon cloistered in a premature intimacy by 

the unrest roiling their city. When it explodes, turning familiar streets into a patchwork of checkpoints and bomb 

blasts, they begin to hear whispers about doors—doors that can whisk people far away, if perilously and for a 

price. As the violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed decide that they no longer have a choice. Leaving their homeland 

and their old lives behind, they find a door and step through. . . . 

 

Exit West follows these remarkable characters as they emerge into an alien and uncertain future, struggling to hold 

on to each other, to their past, to the very sense of who they are. Profoundly intimate and powerfully inventive, it 

tells an unforgettable story of love, loyalty, and courage that is both completely of our time and for all time. 

 

 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 

Ghana, eighteenth century: two half-sisters are born into different villages, each unaware of the other. One will 

marry an Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the palatial rooms of the Cape Coast Castle. The other will be 

captured in a raid on her village, imprisoned in the very same castle, and sold into slavery.  

Homegoing follows the parallel paths of these sisters and their descendants through eight generations: from the 

Gold Coast to the plantations of Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem. Yaa Gyasi’s 

extraordinary novel illuminates slavery’s troubled legacy both for those who were taken and those who stayed—

and shows how the memory of captivity has been inscribed on the soul of our nation. 

 

 

 



Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

From the bestselling author of Everything I Never Told You, a riveting novel that traces the intertwined fates of the 

picture-perfect Richardson family and the enigmatic mother and daughter who upend their lives. 

In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned – from the layout of the winding 

roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this 

spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules. 

Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic artist and single mother – who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenaged 

daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four 

Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a 

disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community. 

When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts 

that dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides.  Suspicious of Mia and her motives, 

Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and 

devastating costs.  

Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the ferocious pull of 

motherhood – and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert disaster. 

 

 

There There: A Novel by Tommy Orange 

Tommy Orange’s “groundbreaking, extraordinary” (The New York Times) There There is the “brilliant, propulsive” 

(People Magazine) story of twelve unforgettable characters, Urban Indians living in Oakland, California, who 

converge and collide on one fateful day… As we learn the reasons that each person is attending the Big Oakland 

Powwow—some generous, some fearful, some joyful, some violent—momentum builds toward a shocking yet 

inevitable conclusion that changes everything. Jacquie Red Feather is newly sober and trying to make it back to the 

family she left behind in shame. Dene Oxendene is pulling his life back together after his uncle’s death and has 

come to work at the powwow to honor his uncle’s memory. Opal Viola Victoria Bear Shield has come to watch her 

nephew Orvil, who has taught himself traditional Indian dance through YouTube videos and will to perform in 

public for the very first time. There will be glorious communion, and a spectacle of sacred tradition and pageantry. 

And there will be sacrifice, and heroism, and loss. There There is a wondrous and shattering portrait of an America 

few of us have ever seen. It’s “masterful . . . white-hot . . . devastating” (The Washington Post) at the same time as 

it is fierce, funny, suspenseful, thoroughly modern, and impossible to put down. Here is a voice we have never 

heard—a voice full of poetry and rage, exploding onto the page with urgency and force. Tommy Orange has 

written a stunning novel that grapples with a complex and painful history, with an inheritance of beauty and 

profound spirituality, and with a plague of addiction, abuse, and suicide. This is the book that everyone is talking 

about right now, and it’s destined to be a classic. 

 

*all summaries from Amazon.com 

 


